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1 . CONOFF VISITED SEDMAK FOR OVER AN HOUR AT SREMSKA MITROVICA 
PRISON ON SEP 1. HIS PHYSICAL HEALTH APPEARED TO BE AS GOOD AS 
CAN BE EXPECTED FOR A 60- YEAR OLD MAN CONFINED TO PRISON. HE 
HAS A STANDING APPOINTMENT TO SEE PRISON DOCTOR ONCE A WEEK 
AND CAN REQUEST ADDITIONAL VISITS IF NECESSARY. HIS MAIN 
COMPLAINT IS PAIN IN SHOULDERS AND LEGS CAUSED BY ARTHRITIS 
(CONOFF TOOK HIM DARVON TABLETS WHICH HE USES 

FOR THE PAIN). 

2. UNFORTUNATELY. HIS MENTAL HEALTH DOES NOT APPEAR TO CONOFF 
TO BE AS GOOD AS PHYSICAL HEALTH. HE APPEARS TO BE A VOLATILE 
AND EMOTIONAL PERSON AND ALMOST BROKE DOWN SEVERAL TIMES 
DURING THE VISIT. HE IS CONVINCED THAT HIS ONLY "CRIME" 

WAS TO ASSOCIATE WITH THE "WRONG PEOPLE". AND SAY HE KNOWS HE 
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SURVIVE FIVE YEARS IN PRISON. 

AT ONE POINT HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO GO 

ON A HUNGER STRIKE TO FORCE "REPRESENTATIVES" OF PRESIDENTS TITO 
AND FORD TO CONVENE A SPECIAL REVIEW PANEL TO DECIDE HIS GUILT 
OR INNOCENCE. CONOFF STRESSED FORCEFULLY THAT IN HIS VIEW 
ONLY HOPE FOR AN EARLY RELEASE WOULD BE IS TO FOLLOW ATTORNEY'S 
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3. SEDMAK'S THREAT OF HUNGER STRIKE DID NOT SEEM CREDIBLE AND 
HE READILY AGREED TO DO NOTHING RASH FOR PRESENT. ALTHOUGH HE 
FINALLY AGREED THAT CASES ARE DIFFERENT, HE INSISTED THAT HE IS 
AS INNOCENT AS TOTH AND THAT HE WAS FRAMED BY HIS "FRIEND" 

TOMIC. 

4. SEDMAK GAVE HIS ORAL APPROVAL FOR EMBASSY AND DEPARTMENT 
TO RELEASE "ANY AND ALL" INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON HIS CASE TO 
FAMILY MEMBERS, CONGRESSMEN, SENATORS AND "OTHERS WHO COULD 
HELP". CONOFF WAS UNABLE TO GET WRITTEN CONSENT BECAUSE OF PRISON 
REGULATIONS. EMBASSY WILL TRY AGAIN TO GET WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION 
THROUGH PROPER CHANNELS. 

5. EMBASSY WILL CHECK WITH SEDMAK'S ATTORNEY TO SEE IF ANYTHING NEW 
RE PETITION FOR PARDON FILED WITH COURT IN APRIL. 

6. RE PARAGRAPH TWO OF STATE 208783, CONSUL 

DISCUSSED MAIL SITUATION WITH PRISON OFFICIALS. OFFICIALS CLAIM 
THAT SEDMAK ALREADY GETTING PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT SINCE MAIL 
FROM TRIESTE RELATIVES AND FROM 

U.S. RELATIVES IS COMBINED INTO ONE LETTER EACH MONTH. 

OFFICIALS WOULD PERMIT DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS FROM U.S. RELATIVES 
BUT IF SEDMAK GOT LETTER FROM U.S., HE WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED 
LETTER FROM TRIESTE AND VICE VERSA. IT WOULD SEEM THAT PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENT BEST FOR ALL CONCERNED. SEDMKA HAD NO 
COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE MAIL SITUATION. 

SILBERMAN 
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